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1. Executive Summary 

This plan has been established to identify and address current and future recreational 

interests on Sasquatch Mountain –  in both summer and winter seasons. We have 

considered public recreation (including commercial application), tourism, and 

wildlife/habitat conservation during the Public Recreation Management Plan development. 

The plan outlines the measures taken to ensure key community members and partners, 

such as the Sts’ailes, were included in the planning process (complete list here). Please 

note, non-recreational land use (forestry, etc.) is not discussed in this plan. The 

advancement of phases is determined by the market, not a set schedule.  As a result of 

this phased development plan, public recreation can continue in undeveloped areas of 

Crown land within the CRA until the corresponding development phase is underway. 

 
This Public Recreation Management Plan is ever evolving and will be amended over time 
as Resort’s phased development takes place. We welcome your input; please submit 
feedback to: trails@sasquatchmountain.ca. 

mailto:trails@sasquatchmountain.ca
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2. History of Sasquatch Mountain (Formerly Hemlock) 

Sasquatch Mountain Resort has been identified for decades as having major potential 

to be a significant mountain resort in the Fraser Valley. It has been family run since its 

inception in 1969 and, in both its Sasquatch and Hemlock form, has been renowned 

for its family focused and friendly atmosphere, record breaking snowfall and incredible 

powder. 

 
When the resort first opened the facilities were very basic, consisting of a single rope- 

tow lift and a school bus that was fitted with a wood-burning stove to serve as the ski 

lodge. During the 1970’s a full lodge was built, and three chair lifts were added, with 

the third being completed in 1978. When the 1980’s brought financial difficulties, a 

new company acquired the resort, reopening it as Hemlock Valley Resorts Inc (HVRI). 

 
In the fall of 2006, the resort was purchased by the Berezan Hospitality Group (BHG) 

out of receivership and Hemlock Valley reopened for the 2006-2007 season as 

Hemlock Resort. 

 
BHG solicited the services of Brent Harley and Associates Inc. and an extensive 

expansion plan was put together totaling $1.5 billion over 50 years and five distinct 

development phases, which was approved by the BC government in 2015. In 2017 

Hemlock Resort rebranded as Sasquatch Mountain Resort, stronger than ever. 

 
SMR has a variety of terrain suitable for all ability levels, and currently offers 

recreational activities in the areas of skiing, snowboarding, tubing, and snowshoeing 

during the winter months with seven day a week operations and a new conveyor load 

quad chairlift. Sasquatch Mountain is also breaking ground as a year-round venue of 

choice for weddings, film shoots, summer events and various outdoor activities, all 

within an awe-inspiring and beautiful mountainous setting. 
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Images of the early days in Hemlock Valley: 
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Images of the early days in Hemlock Valley: 
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Completion of the red “Skyline” double chair install, since replaced by the blue “Yeti 

Cruiser” quad chair below: 

 

Image of Skyline double chairlift install in early winter 1969 

 

 

Image of Yeti Cruiser quad chairlift install in summer of 2019 
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3. Connection with The Sts’ailes 

Sasquatch Mountain Resort, formerly “Hemlock Resort,” is located within Sts’ailes’ 

Traditional Territory. The Sts’ailes are a sovereign Coast Salish First Nation, whose 

ancestors have lived on their traditional lands since time immemorial and taught them 

how to respect it, as stated here: http://www.stsailes.com/we-are-stsailes. Their 

culture and economy are centered on the land and its resources. We are so proud of 

the strong relationship shared with the Sts’ailes. 

 
The Sasquatch, which is an anglicized pronunciation of Sa:sq’ets, is the primary 

caretaker of the land and an integral aspect of the Sts’ailes’ identity and spiritual 

beliefs. Historical experiences with Sa:sq’ets have been orally documented and 

passed down from generation to generation. The Sasquatch ensures that the land 

remains plentiful and well taken care of. Members of the Sts’ailes community have 

stated that the land Sasquatch Mountain Resort is on was a travel route from Harrison 

Lake to the ancestral Sts’ailes villages on the Harrison River, and people used to travel 

this path to make food offerings for the Sasquatch. This connection was one of the 

main motivating factors for the name choice when the resort underwent the rebrand in 

2017. 

 
In order to respect and protect the lands and resources integral to the Sts'ailes, SMR's 

focus throughout both current and future plans will be to continue the development 

and growth of this relationship equally with the development and growth of the resort. 

 
Image of Sts’ailes members drumming at Sasquatch Mountain 50th anniversary event 

Dec. 2019 

http://www.stsailes.com/we-are-stsailes
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4. Mission & Vision 

4.1 Mission 

The CRA (Controlled Recreation Area) is experiencing steady growth in the 

outdoor recreation sector in terms of public and commercial, motorized and 

non-motorized, recreational activities. The mission of the Sasquatch 

Mountain Resort Public Recreation Management Plan is to provide visitors 

with exceptional outdoor recreation.  

4.2 Vision 

Our vision is that this growth will continue and, as such, we are working to 

ensure that it contributes to the Provincial economy while supporting social 

and environmental values and concerns. Our goal is to minimize conflicts and 

impact between user groups, wildlife, and the environment. 

 
By indicating where certain recreational activities can occur, this plan will 

provide guidelines for both tourism development and public recreation. This 

plan addresses recreational access only, not industrial access and use. 
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5. Planning Methodology 

The SMR Public Recreation Management Plan was formed through community 

consultation with various groups including: 

 
• Sts’ailes 

• Rec Sites & Trails – FLNRO 

• Mountain Resorts - FLNRO 

• Hemlock Valley Homeowners Association 

• Quad Riders ATV Association 

• Lower Mainland ATV 

• South Western All Terrain Trails Association (SWATT) 

• Four Wheel Drive Association of BC 

• Back Country Horsemen Society of BC 

• Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders 

• Outdoor Recreation Council 

• Federation of Mountain Clubs BC 

• Fraser Valley Mountain Biking Association 

• BC Snowmobile Federation 

• Fraser Valley Regional District 

• Hemlock Valley Hiking Group 

• South Coast Region – FLNRO 

• BCTS – Chinook Business Area 

• Sts’ailes Development Corp. 

• HiMark Forest Consultants 

 
Through a cooperative and coordinated process, decisions were made based on 

reliable, valid research and communication. For detailed notes from public recreation 

working group meetings see Appendix (page 21). 
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6. Identified Priorities & Responsibilities  

6.1 Identified Resort Priorities 

The priorities of the resort are centered around the protection and safety of guests and 

public recreationists within the CRA, including the avoidance of conflicts between non-

compatible recreational uses such as skiers vs. snowmobiles and hikers vs. ATVs 

(addressed in the next section). 

 
Additional priorities include focus on recreational improvements as outlined in the 

approved Master Plan both by maximizing the use of skiable terrain within the CRA 

and offering all-season recreational opportunities. Sasquatch Mountain Resort will 

consider implementing trail usage fees although trail usage fees are not in place 

at this time, this plan will be updated if/when they come into effect and indicate 

those trails that are affected.   

 
6.2 Identified Shared Priorities with Sts’ailes 

First and foremost, respecting the land, which includes preventing damage, littering 

and irresponsible use while preserving culturally important sites. 

 
Another priority is to educate the public, resort guests, and local residents about the 

history and values of Sts’ailes through partnership, signage, and different offerings 

such as cultural treks. 

 
Additionally, we wish to continue as partners with Sts’ailes in the development and 

periodic updates of the Public Recreation Management Plan. 

 

Develop joint recreational and tourism opportunities aligned with Sts’ailes long-term 

vision and SMR growth.  

 

Collaboratively establish additional recreational opportunities relating to trail and 

bridge building, and Motorized access areas.  

 

6.3 Identified Resort Responsibilities 

 
SMR has entered into a long-term contractual agreement with the Province and is 

responsible for managing recreational use, public safety and environmental values 

within the CRA, this will largely be accomplished with signage and best management 

practices for trail maintenance, planning and development as outlined in section 8.  

 

Include Sts’ailes’ First Nation Woodlot License (FNWL) area interests within all 

planning. 

 

Integrate the values, principles, and expectations outlined in Sts’ailes’ Environmental 
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Stewardship and Heritage Plans within resort operations and planning.  

 

Ensure that proposed development plans are run through Sts’ailes’ referral approval 

process.  

 

The ski area boundary indicated on the map below in red is the recreational area SMR 

currently controls, this will expand as we develop new terrain.  

 

Maintenance of trails within the CRA conducted by SMR include ski area boundary 

trails, snowshoe trails and access to Mt. Klaudt for snowshoeing and snowmobiling 

alike. Trail maintenance includes the use of snowcats and excavators when needed.  

 
Regardless of who is building/maintaining trails they must comply with the 

environmental requirements set out in schedule H of the Master Development 

Agreement; an overarching tenure/agreement that governs resort operation and 

development on Crown Land. This 50 year agreement with multiple phases was 

reached between Berezan Hospitality Group and the Provincial Government, 

Mountain Resort Branch. 

 

If unsafe trail conditions are identified trail use will restricted until the unsafe conditions 

are remediated. Any unsafe conditions identified by users can be reported to 

trails@sasquatchmountain.ca. 

 

 Map indicating ski area boundary in red, CRA in yellow and designated ATV/Sled Trail 

in green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:trails@sasquatchmountain.ca
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7. Trail Use 

 
7.1 Non-motorized Recreational Access 

Non-motorized recreational access roads and trails are identified on MAP 1. Many of 

the non-motorized areas in the plan occur in areas without roads/trails. Non- motorized 

trails located within the village and existing Sasquatch Mountain Resort ski resort area 

will be clearly identified with appropriate signage. 

 
There will be instances where marked non-motorized trails will need to be utilized for 

motorized vehicles, at certain junction points/crossings in the village and developed 

skiing areas. Our primary concern regarding these junction points is safety of all 

users. We will ensure adequate signage is in place at these  crossings  and  will 

engage in public outreach for safe use at junction points. 

 
Multi-use areas (non-motorized and motorized) areas are outlined on MAP 1. 

This plan does not discern between different types of non-motorized use (ie horseback 

riding vs mountain biking vs hiking). Unless otherwise restricted, electric bike use on 

recreation trails is permitted activity. In the future, such decisions/distinctions may be 

required for some areas and further refinement of this plan will then be necessary. 

 
7.2 Motorized Recreational Access 

A large percentage of the existing roads/trails in the plan are in areas open for summer 

and/or winter motorized recreational access. See MAP 1 (displayed below and 

hyperlinked). Note that having an area identified as open for motorized use in the plan 

does not guarantee nor imply that roads in that area are passable/maintained. SMR 

does not actively maintain or inspect trails. Any trail building or maintenance must have 

SMR’s support and Provincial authorization may be necessary depending on the 

nature of the application.  

 
Areas designated for motorized recreation are OPEN to non-motorized recreation. All 

motorized back-country users staging from within the CRA must utilize the appointed 

staging area(s) indicated  on MAP 2. 

 
Designated CRA access points are marked by signage on the trails. Multi-use (non- 

motorized and motorized) areas are outlined on MAP 1. 

 
This plan does not discern between different types of motorized use (ie snowmobile 

vs ATV vs truck). In the future, such decisions/distinctions may be required for some 

areas and further refinement of this plan will then be necessary. 

https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Hemlock_Public_Rec_Map1_11x17_45k-scaled.jpg
https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Hemlock_Public_Rec_Map1_11x17_45k-scaled.jpg
https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Hemlock_Public_Rec_Map1_11x17_45k-scaled.jpg
https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Hemlock_Public_Rec_Map2_11x17_7k-scaled.jpg
https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Hemlock_Public_Rec_Map2_11x17_7k-scaled.jpg
https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Hemlock_Public_Rec_Map1_11x17_45k-scaled.jpg
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There are designated trails for motorized access through the CRA. The Mount Klaudt 
trail is the designated throughway for motorized vehicles year-round. Summer 
activities will allow trail users access through the CRA across the ridge of Sasquatch 
from the Green chairlift to the back side of blue chairlift, where a network of logging 
roads with access to the back country can be found. 

 

Images of different types of trails 
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PUBLIC RECREATION MAP 1
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PUBLIC RECREATION MAP 2 
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7.3 Crown Land  

All crown land areas within the CRA allow for public access (unless otherwise clearly 

marked by signage); it is the method of access (motorized vs non-motorized) which 

this plan discerns between in certain areas. SMR holds a Licence of Occupation over 

the CRA that permits the construction, operation and maintenance of recreational 

improvements, access routes and trails as guided by the approved Master Plan. 

 
7.4 Access Outside of Operating Hours 

The village network of trails will remain open outside of Sasquatch Mountain Resort 

operating hours. These trails are multi use trails (non-motorized and motorized 

access) and are open year-round. The gates indicated on MAP 1 will be in place to 

allow SMR to close for maintenance reason or to control sediment or erosion. These 

will not be installed until traffic increases. When installed, the gates will be locked in 

an open position to ensure motorized access. 

 
Motorized non-resort owned vehicles are not permitted within the Ski Area Boundary 

at any time. 

 
7.5 Parking and Overnight Camping 
 

Plans for RV parking and camping are being developed. Overnight camping will only 

be permitted in designated areas. 

 
Public access to trail networks will be permitted from P4. Public recreation users not 

using the resort’s lift facilities will have the right to use the P4 parking lot for vehicle 

parking. 

 
 

7.6 Discussion of Public Priorities 
 

The CRA is host to a number of motorized and non-motorized activities such as ATV 

trail riding, UTV trail riding, horse trail riding, off road driving, snowmobiling, 

snowshoeing, mountain biking, hiking, etc. SMR plans to schedule annual meetings 

with the working group outlined in this document to address and accommodate where 

possible the existing interests.  

 

Public trail users can stage out of P4 where there are connected multi-use trails and 

non-motorized trails. There will be posted speed limits and trail use signage indicating 

the non-motorized users have the right of way on multi-use trails. 

https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Hemlock_Public_Rec_Map1_11x17_45k-scaled.jpg
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8. Trail Signage 

Trail signs will be informative, cost effective, durable and aesthetically pleasing. These 

signs will promote safe trail use. Signage will be located at the existing CRA entrances. 

Trail signage within the CRA will indicate which trails are designated non-motorized 

trails; motorized vehicles will NOT be permitted on those outlined. 

 
A QR code will be added to the Exclusion of Liability on the CRA signage, this will 

redirect the guest to the Canada West Safety and Risk Awareness webpage for more 

information on liability. 

 
New trails will have signage considered at the proposal and planning stage. Signage 

may evolve as needed. 

 
In Phase 1 of the SMR’s Phased Development Plan SMR will implement improved 

signage regarding public recreation use. Once the signs are erected, this plan will be 

amended, and images of signage will be included. 

 
Signage that will be included: 

 

• CRA signage (see below) 

• Trail map signage 

• Exclusion of Liability signage 

• How to report a forest fire signage 

• T.R.E.A.D. Lightly signage 

 
Image of CRA signage 

 

https://cwsaa.org/links/safety-risk-awareness/
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9. Public Recreation Areas & SMR Development Plans 

Access to the Sasquatch Mountain Resort CRA can be gained from the following 

staging areas: 

• Grace Lake 

• Weaver Lake 

• Wood Lake 

• Chehalis Lake 

Also, future resort development is not anticipated to have an impact on the existing  

public recreation sites and areas: Weaver Lake, Simms Creek Lookout, Simms Creek 

Big Tree, Camp Cove & Elissa Lake.  

Phases within the Development Plan will be developed in succession, and 

subsequent phases will not be initiated until the previous phase is complete. Trails 

will only be impacted when they overlap and coincide with an area to be developed 

during the current phase.  

The Resort Long Term Development plans over time will require the closing of trails. 

In the event of trail periodic closures, we will take the appropriate measures to provide 

a plan with alternate routes. 

Any trail development through the cooperation of public user groups must be pre-

approved, in alignment with the Sasquatch Mountain Resort Master Plan and receive 

proper provincial authorizations before any new trail construction can proceed. Trails 

within the CRA will only be approved with the support of SMR. 

We plan to continue to coordinate future activities as development progresses with 

the working group outlined above (includes stakeholders and selected members of 

the local motorized and non-motorized recreation clubs) and continue to amend this 

Public Recreation Management Plan. 

 

10. Communication Protocols  

Any issues or concerns can be reported via email trails@sasquatchmountain.ca. 

Issues or concerns may include conflicts between trial users, unsafe trail conditions, 

changes to the SMR development plan/schedule or unforeseen issues resulting from 

the implementation of this plan.  

mailto:trails@sasquatchmountain.ca
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 11. Plan Revisions 

This plan will be reviewed and revised as required to ensure that trail designation 

and use is consistent with evolving public support, including various community and 

user groups. 

 
More details will be added as we move to the next phase detailed in the Master 

Development Plan. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/natural-resource-use/all-seasons-resorts/2014_hemlock_master_plan.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/natural-resource-use/all-seasons-resorts/2014_hemlock_master_plan.pdf


 

Appendix 

Hemlock Resort - Public Recreation Working Group Meeting June 30, 2016 

Hemlock Resort – Public Recreation Working Group Meeting October 27, 2016 
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https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/0335300-WRK-GRP-MTG-MINUTES-2016-06-30.pdf
https://sasquatchmountain.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/0335300-WRK-GRP-MTG-MIN-2016-10-27.pdf

